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Poisoned Pen hosting biographer of GI Blll’ ‘father

PROGRESS NEWS STAFF

he author of an Arizona Renais-

I sance man considered the father
of the GI Bill will be discussing his
biography at a book signing in Scottsdale.

Historian and law professor Gary L.
Stuart recently published “Call Him Mac:
Ernest W. McFarland, The Arizona Years,’
and will be at the Poisoned Pen Bookstore,
4014 N. Goldwater Blvd,, at 7 p.m. Jan. 28.

Arizona Historian Marshall Trimble
once said, “If Arizona had a Mount Rush-
more, the men on it would be Carl Hayden,
Ernest McFarland, Barry Goldwater and
John McCain. “

McFarland, who died in 1984, was a
U.S. Senator and the majority leader, Ari-
zona governor, chief justice of the Arizona
Supreme Court and founder of KTVK in
Phoenix.

But perhaps his biggest achievement
was the GI Bill, which enabled millions of
World War Il veterans to get a college edu-
cation and buy a home.

Less well known is his life as a family
man, country lawyer, rural judge, vision-
ary, and the story behind his unlikely rise
from Oklahoma farm boy to winning the
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triple crown of Arizona politics.

Stuart explores that early life and Mc-
Farland’s impact on Arizona and the na-
tion.

Stuart’s book looks at McFarland as a
loving husband, father and grandfather,
even in times of great personal tragedy
and how he dealt with threats to his own
life in 1919; the loss of his first wife and
three children to illness in the 1930s; and
a political loss in 1952 that no one saw
coming,.

One of McFarland’s grandsons, John
D. Lewis, said “He was down to earth.
When he served as Chief Justice, the other
justices didn’t appreciate that everyone
called him Mac. They thought it wasn't
dignified. Despite all of his achievements,
he always considered himself just a civil
servant.”

As US. Senate Majority Leader during
his second term, he relentlessly pushed
for and drafted the educational and home
loan provisions of the GI Bill. He had been
haunted by his memories of returning
vets after WWI who came home to ram-
pant unemployment and long soup kitch-
en lines.

His provisions in the bill ultimately gen-
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Historian Gary L. Stuart, left, worked closely with John D. Lewis, the grandson of Ernest McFarland, in

researching his book.

erated in excess of 450,000 trained engi-
neers, 91,000 scientists, 67,000 doctors,
22,000 dentists, 238,000 teachers, and
other college educated professionals.
McFarland is also credited for creat-
ing the Arizona Parks System and was a
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staunch advocate for Arizona water rights.

“Call Him Mac: Ernest W. McFarland,
The Arizona Years,” published by the Uni-
versity of Arizona Press, is available in
bookstores nationwide and will be avail-
able at the Poisoned Pen. -4
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at riding broncos, tie-down roping,
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